ill that he gives not something examplary to follow or fly.
Now, when I begin this book, I have no purpose to come
into any man's debt: how my stock will hold out I know
not; perchance waste, perchance increase in use. If I do
borrow any thing of antiquity, besides that I make ac-
count that I pay it to posterity with as much, and as good,
you shall find me to acknowledge it, and do thank not
* him only that hath digged out treasure for me, but that
hath lighted me a candle to the place. All which I will
bid you remember (for I will have no such readers as I
can teach) is, that the Pythagorean doctrine doth not
only carry one soul from man to man, nor man to beast,
but indifferently to plants also; and, therefore, you must
not grudge to find the same soul in an emperor, in a post-
horse, and in a maceron, since no unreadiness in the soul,
but an indisposition m the organs, works this. And there-
fore, though this soul could not move when it was a
*

melon, yet, it may remember, and can now tell me at
what lascivious banquet it was served: and though it
could not speak when it was a spider, yet ik can remem-
ber, and now tell rne, who used it for poison to attain
dignity, Howev<jr the bodies have dulled her other facul-
ties, her memory hath ever been her own, which makes
me so seriously deliver you, by her relation, all her pas-
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